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Rachel's act of supreme abnegation for the sake '
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she said to herself, “My sister will be hu
told her these signs (Rashi).

miliated.” And g

her sister is considered of a moral value great enough
assure her eternal merit. When the first Temple fell int
enemy hands and the Jews were taken into captivity §
Babylonia, the patriarchs and Moshe intervened fro
beyond the grave. They begged for God’s kindness ail
asked Him to put an end ;o_‘;hq_p_e‘(lp!‘je-g?d-ﬁé}ﬁing.

Midrash allegorically describes their arguments and thel
means Qf' persuasion to obtain divinewcléi"r'iéh;)'.wfach 0
them referred, in moving terms, to his own merits. Buk
God did not heed any of their suppvli‘Eaii—(‘)'l'ﬁ;._ﬂ'ﬂlE
Rachel's voice was heard: “Master of the Universe! Y&
know that Ya'akov loved me with boundless love and i
he served my father for seven years so that he could
marry me. And when our wedding day came, my fathéf
decifjcd to put my sister in my place; but lv‘w/ﬂ.s—""g
jealous of her. If I, who am nothing but ashes an(i_digg

was not jealous of my rival, how could You, Master of ‘hi
Universe, be jealous of idols worshipped by the Jews bllf_,:

AL

_": hich are as nought?” God’s pity was at once roused and
E eApm.claimed. “I will grant your prayer, Rachel, and I~
swill bring Jewry back to its homeland.” The ‘prophet
Jergmiah extols this promise of God in these ‘wornds;r““A
fvoice is heard in Ramah, groaning, lamemixig and 'b‘itrl‘e'r‘lv
i‘weeping. Rachel is weeping for her children. She ref‘u's.;s’s
ggo be comforted for her lost children. Thus says God:
“Keep your voice from weeping, and your eyes from tears.
J"»(‘)r there is a reward for your work,” says God, ‘and they
will return from the land of enemy. Yes,' there is hope fo;’
your future, says God, ‘and children will return to their
border’” (31:14-16) (Lamentations Rabba, 1).

-:?4 Reub R M?"\a U - :\;‘("""{3 C kw&)‘& - Ch- 3(‘/
" euben wer.wt out in the days of the wheat harvest; he found dudaim in theé field and brought
em to Leah his mother; Rachel said to Leah, “Please give me some of your son’s dudaim.”

** But she said to her,
my son'’s dudaim/!”
dudaim.”

[’fu\

% God remembered Kachel; God hearkened to her and He op
conceived and bore a son, and said, “God has taken away my disg
name Joseph, saying, “May HASHEM add on for me another son."”

bow yrrea Y900 pry ambhoa pava e }
pbonb put® TR My Aman HR men a™an
JNIEN AN D KAT pATh WY on
PATND INEDR DYP ¥ ¥ /M3 PIAT A D
bin nwbs  nrma vn g v sma
{3 §MaT YEY Np) PO pam
S ppeaT? v o omea apb vacan
mWpp v mrn ony 3 vy Yon Ty Y
BT KT MTEM REA Y aprm nrm
TS DTK3 1 N3 PR Kb oDk o WK
TMXA JNTAYY WMMD OPNTY_0MINNA_VTIW b3
nBxy Somav wn
TWN A PR MR DEIYI Y Y P DR
CDY3 D U3 K Wb Ok w973
Mpon phma ke b neph b N
MpEY KGR AT PR OIDY wMTR bR O"RUD
M Pava bn wap owa o rva 9 onx
'3 1P ~N33 DR KNOT RO DAY N0

T ST Dryavm mannT arna

LM WMryay  ow

“Was your taking _my_l}u,s_'?gpd insignificant? — And now to take even

Rachel said, “Therefore, he shall lie with you tonight in return for your son's
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* WITH HEARTS FULL OF FAITH

o

How can we test ourselves, in an honest moment, if we indeed

have the proper perspective on faith and efforr> How can we tell
if we really believe that effort is only secondary to faith? We tell by
the way we balance prayer and cffort. :

Sometimes, a man runs into the synﬂ@guc says his pravers

quickly, and then he is out the door, in a big rush to get to_the
office. If he had a major business meeting with an important

prospective client in the morning, of course, he would not be in

such a rush to bring the meeting to a close and get back to the
office. He would understand that the meeting is more critical to

his success | than any tasks W"utmg tox him back at the ofhu But
he has no patience for the pravers. Obviously, he considers his
efforts to be the primary cause of his success. He relies on n his own
efforts, but he also goes to_the synagogue to show God that He
also plays some rolc in the busmcss So he gives a passing thought
to his upcoming t busmus ‘meeting dprmg Shemonch Esrei at the

appropriate blcssmg, and even \VhllL hc 1; Jskmé, (xod to hclp him
at_the meeting, he is also COI]SldLl‘L_}D dxffug_ng_w_j‘vs l(_)__p}r_su_"ui_c_
the prospective client to sign on with him.

This man has supreme faith in his own efforts. He expects that
his talents and cleverness will bring him success. But being a good
and faithful Jew, he also believes that he could use a boost from
God. A little help from Heaven is always welcome, especially when
you're dealing with a reluctant but very important clicnt. It does

not occur to him that all his efforts have nothing to do with his_

success. It does not_occur to him that the time_spent in serious
prayer is far more crucial to hlS success than any busmcss meeting

he ﬁmy ha\c on hlS schcdulc
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The man that has real faith, however, will invest all his efforts in
his prayers. He understands that blessings come directly from
Qod, that his efforts are no more than an obligation, a condition
tor success rather than a means to achieve success. He prays with
all his heart, because he knows that this is the only cffecti'vc way
of achieving success. He understands that the most importan't
effort is sincere prayer
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Among the Thirteen Attributes of Divine Mercy is X1 IR0 371,
Abundant in Kindness and Truth (Shemos 34:6). The Gemara

(Rosh Hashanah 17b) points out that thesertwo attributes are

contradictory. If Hashem acts with truth, which means absolute
justice. how can He be described as Abundant in Kindoess, which
means that He mercifully tips the scales of justice toward the side of
undeseruing.merit? The answer is, as explained by Rashi, that
Hashem prefers to run the world with absolute justice, but since
mankind could not survive under such exacting scrutiny, Hashem
deals with us with Abundant Mercy.

The commentators (see the Rifin lyun Yaakov) are puzzled by this
explanation because, if this is true, shouldn’t the order of the Attributes
be reversed: first emes, representing absolute justice, and then

chesed, abundant kindness? In.. addmon.J.beSP_Itheen_Aﬂnbmes

according to Rashis explanation cited above, Hashem substitutes

emes with chesed and they do not function simultaneously?
erhaps the answer is that there are times when Hashem wants

to _bestow_extra_kindness angd_blessing_on a_person, but he is
| ; £ this_The Midas HaDi ; hi I

prevent this act of chasdei Hashem from taking place. What does
Hashem do? He gives the person an opportunity to do chesed for
someone else and thereby rightfully earn the chesed that Hashem
wishes to bestow upon him. This may be the deeper meaning of the
above-cited pasuk, And He will give you mercy, meaning, a
chance to do chesed, and thereby He will be merciful to you, i.e.,
give you the chesed you need.
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This would explain the juxtaposition of the two Attributes of
Mercy, npK) 7o 37: If Hashern wants to do_chesed for sameone.
who doesn’t have the merit to deserve it, Hashem gives him the
opportunity to do chesed for someone else and thereby be deserving
of Hashem's kindness. Therefore; the attributes of chesed and emes
wqrk together, and both are expressions of Hashem'’s mercy.

Furthermore, when a person earns Hashem’s kindness, he does
not feel he is receiving a handout akin to X91037 X302, the bread of
shame. He has earned it legitimately because of his kindness to
another person. Thus, the attribute of chesed comés through emes.
This, too, is a great kindness from Hashem and is similar to what the
Rambam writes (in Hil. Matnas Aniyim 10:7), that the highest level
of charity is to help a person suffering financial reversés by giving
him an opportunity to earn a parnasah before he has to rely on the
outright charity of others.

J% similar idea is noted by _Rashi, quoting the Midrash (Sereishis
Rabbah 73:4) on the pasuk in Parashas Vayeitzei (Bereishis 30:22),
G-d remembered Rachel. G-d listened to her and He opened her
womb. Rachel had been childless and would have remained without
any part in building the eternity of Klal Yisrael. In what zechus was
she answered? The Midrash says it was because of her silence. On
what should have been Rachel's wedding night, her father Lavan
deceived Yaakov and substituted Leah for Rachel (ibid. 28:23-25).
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Rachel realized her sister would be terribly embarrassed when
Yaakov discovered the deception, and she willingly gave Leah the
secret_signs she had_arranged with Yaakov to prevent such an
eventuality from taking place. It was this merit that, 14 childless
years later, eamed her the zechus to become the mother of Yosef
and, later, of Blnyamm As the Midrash puts it, |00 113, it was
jusuﬁed that her prayers “for_children _should be answered. Thus,
again one_sees this combination of the Divine attributes of chesed
and emes. The chesed of Hashem to Rachel was a direct outgrowth

of her doing chesed with her sister, which translated into Hashem -
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acting with truth and justice and granting her a child.
it took superhuman kochos for Rachel to give away her signs to
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her sister. Had she not done so, she would have remained with
nathing. This is a powerful lesson of how a person should not try to
ayoid opportunities for chesed which come his way. He should avoid
the_common reaction of grumbling under his breath and muttering,
“Why do they always have to ask me?” or “Why do | have to
constantly be bothered?”

/ho can know the hidden secrets of Hashem? It could be that this .

request _is. the. key . Wthh uniocks the Heavenly storehouses of

chesed for this_person _so. that_liaahemﬂgqn, r upon him His

infinite blessings. When opportunity knocks, answer it. _
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Because Rachel Imeinu excelled in the trait of modesty, we yan yn i ! ' '
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are told, she merited that her descendant Shaul also excelled
in_this middah. Chazal are not referring to the fact that Rachel
wore ankle-length dresses and a kerchief pulled down to her

eyebrows, but rather to the discreet signs that she and Yaakoy yiry woxa 933 YTwaY DRI AN AWNYA AW Nany
developed to communicate with one another on their wedding own OnwY yyanab oavn pnm Qwyn nmkm nmmwnn*
night. Nor did Shaul distinguish himself by the length of his DOYIT DWYRT YT 2% nmwn pen® Sawa k5 oen oaww
tunic but rather by his extreme privacy. Even in times of war, Ty DT DK 90 YN ,D0TE NWpl i DYY3NN DiF DX M
he would never relieve himself in_an open field, but always S L puion® Sva xinw omym vynnn DY N33 ne ow? ;1
waited until he could find a cave or other hidden place. D™Mpn ox oYK D% MY p:n MY ApIYa IR Nk Mty
T —— i _.yyawn myna kYW A7 201 war 0y Dmys Do i
i~ 1¥n DWAT DWYBA DK D) DMPNW 3NN 913 MYy fan
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Thus far we have defined tznius negatively — i.e., in terms XY WA PIY DWY YTp Toyn: DY 2N myyannm mowsa
of what it is not. It is now time for us to try to give the concept “yim —1w1;};_§$n1 D0 PN WYY wynT 17‘7n NK 91'73-‘5
a more positive definition. ( Tznius, in_fact, encompasses a MImEKRD MKENT Sya Ok myn Yy kp1T1 Stnowhavn 1315'7
number of closely related ideas. Above all, it is a call to us to DWIK DA Ana Mad3 Sanwnb wr bank .nnka nobowvn
emphasize and strengthen the internal aspects of our person- way? Ymnwn W A% AT PNIY DX AW 09K v
ality, to concentrate our energies on that which is deeper and Pon oo whram Yamn Avam jana Annw B3 pbR K PRoRN
more hidden within us — our spiritual nature. That is why the oy TYB A"IpAW YA RRNIN NG T X nownn 5w

command to walk humbly before G-d could serve for the PPYI ANOT KT

5
DX .N™MAT 92 1MoTBn NvaY WK Ywyn A% amT PRY Ty
RynY OO InMaw wT DIt DhAWAw TR PTvn 0) WK
wn K7 A1 7wy noon Yoaw XOK LTmIKG qon XY maw TanaK
MKROW BOM 0w mav nexay) WOAR A9MN ARKY YW DAk
Ox A5wn 193xw MY MMAY 0MmSn DANaK T N 125K DAMKAW

demand Nthat- we e 2
soul which was taken ‘from under the Kisei HaKavod (Divine
throne) and brought into the physical wor]cf.)l

The specific laws concerning proper attire and the like are KT 05w IR Laeapn Swn k5K 1M omak Ywn KSw vavn K
expressions of this overriding command. Their purpose is to JIKYIMT nna Yon obys Wik omaxy v n Yab yawnn
ensure that our attention is not diverted by the beauty of the Mynwii AK 3071 1A 50 amx Y Syx anma awamin v s
physical body from the spiritual being that constitutes the DY OYIK 5KIWY MM DK WK 3Py MWK PY Mgt Sw
essence of others as well as ourselves. VW NMpwi monmw hao 5 .axbS punmon nx Ton nyy
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(’ Walking humbly before G-d can also be under staod as walk: AMYMY 27TNPA 1Y DY A2TIYW KT RPYTW YAp 0 D 3 P 0
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ing_privately before Him. To_fulfill_the_command. then, is to
guide our behavior solely according to the recpqmtlon that our
every act is in the presence of G-d. Thus whether we are in our
inner sanctum or in a crowd of people is irrelevant, for there is

ultimately only one Judge of our actions, and His s the only ATIM YIAYD OV YT TR 0w vy ayanb nudbmn anon
approval we seek. nMoHA KA1 A onob VI¥T T0R NIIK bawn mwyr pa K0

This attitude radlca!!x dlstlngu|sh¢s us from t”beuprneygil"lg KD KMAn nmay bw nnK1 DM DMINn DIXRT Wwynw
society for whose members the approval of others is the only {3 K We) "W MWW 11803 N W37 13T DK A MK 30,

§ Ty : = : MY VM YMnw A3wnn 70 namaen avista manbyn ey

n_what might be termed a 3 mnn
source of validation, We live today | *mgt; h di PORS Rk A BpK sy LamyyS maw prm Y own
public relations society. If an event is not recorded in the media, B 13 JB BT 7 3 T B 5 e IV o o
it is as if it did not occur at all. Many celebrities employ public- AARDI3 JRYNII P AL ~PPIYK DY N3Y YIYM ... ToN RITKY YowR MDY
ity agents whose sole task is to ensure that their client’s name by 133 Tmnn k5w ,qnvma Sy ar oY yayma owa Nk Mavy
appears as frequently as possible in newspapers and maga- --DTTAN YR
zines so that others will know that he or she is still important.
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\ Though all of Klal Yisrael heard Hashem speak at Sinai, .2 "1 K91 ,0m0Wn Ywyn nmisd neab Ay 0N nmnll
Moshe Rabbeinu received the details of the Torah in the course _MOTS WP DA KNG
of forty days alone on the mountain with only Hashem as his WYDK TV Whwn mew K 2w nwyn 5w ok by m
teacher. Jewish ritual also captures the fact that the essential nvbbms DI 773w DWIK MK DTN M MYIKAN mw nona?

H R Y 1fm . . \ —
confrontation in every Jew's life is between him and G-d alone. N7 NMPYTSN AYPI pIW ,1MANm OMEN pIsa MIm mmyn nom
; N OMM DMLY DY

Thus when the Temple stands, the epiphany of the holiest day 1UDP DI DRYY 0w M3 oy

of the year, Yom Kippur, is the Kohen Gadol's entrance into the
Holy of Holies. At that moment, “no man may be in the Tent of .
Assembly from when he comes to atone in the Holy Place until
he leaves” (VaYikra 16:17).%
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